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Key Points

• Spring flood risk is slightly below average across all of 
southern Wisconsin
• Main factors are below normal snow pack and dry soils

• Additional snow pack will increase this risk

• Flooding is possible with rain on frozen ground

• Greatest risk of flooding occurs with snow melt and moderate to 
heavy rain

• Break up ice jams possible: Risk is Low to Medium
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Flood Risk Factor Status Risk

Winter Precipitation / 

Snowpack

Below Average Lowers Risk

Soil Moisture Below Average Lowers Risk

River Levels Average to Below Average Little Effect

Frost Depth Average Little Effect

Spring Precipitation ?

Spring Temperatures ?
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U.S. Drought Monitor Feb 8, 2022
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Snow Depth (inches) 2/9/2022
Snow Depth Departure from 
Normal (inches) 2/9/2022
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Snow Water Equivalent (inches) 2/7/2022 Snow Water Percentile 2/7/2022
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14 day Mean 
Streamflow Percentile

2/9/2022
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Soil Moisture Percentile



N
at

io
n

al
 W

ea
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
 M

ilw
au

ke
e

Frost Depth 2/8/2022
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• 2021: Spring flood risk was above average

• Deep snowpack with high liquid water content, average to high stream 
flow, and average to high soil moisture, forecast wet spring

• Didn’t get much additional snow, had a slow snow melt during two 
weeks of dry weather. Some flooding occurred but could have been 
worse.
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• Highs 30s-40s, Lows below freezing

• Some precipitation possible middle to late part of next week

For The Next Week
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e Greater than 50% chance 

of exceeding flood levels
during March-April-May 

Season
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Chance of exceeding Minor Flood stage
during Feb-March-April Season
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How To Find the Probability Info
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Key Points

• Spring flood risk is slightly below average across all of 
southern Wisconsin
• Main factors are below normal snow pack and dry soils

• Additional snow pack will increase this risk

• Flooding is possible with rain on frozen ground

• Greatest risk of flooding occurs with snow melt and moderate to 
heavy rain

• Break up ice jams possible: Risk is Low to Medium
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February 24

Questions?

Sarah Marquardt, Senior Service Hydrologist
NWS Milwaukee/Sullivan

Sarah.Marquardt@noaa.gov


